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SUBJECT: Public Hearing - Consideration and Action regarding an ordinance to: 1) add a new
Article V, “Special Event Permit”, to Chapter 54 of the City Code, governing certain special events, and
based on a recommendation from the Planning and Zoning Commission, to amend the Zoning
Regulations of the City by amending Section 8-7 of the City Code, to clarify conflicting language
regulating special events for commercial property (Ordinance 2018-09)
__________________________________________________________________________________
BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION:
The purpose of this action is to provide a new Article 5 under Chapter 54 Offenses and
Miscellaneous Provisions and to amend a duplicate term found in Section 8-7 of the Zoning
Ordinance to avoid conflict.
Currently Section 8-7 of the Zoning Ordinance provides for the permitting and regulation of
“Special Events”. The proposed amendment replaces the term “Special Events” with “Permitted
Commercial Events”. All other provisions found in Section 8-7 are the same with the following
exceptions:
Paragraph B.4. - Fire Code reference has been changed from Uniform Fire Code to International
Fire Code.
Paragraph C.3. – Section 3 has been removed from the definition criteria for “Permitted Special
Events”.
The Planning and Zoning Commission met on July 10, 2018 and unanimously recommended the
Zoning Ordinance amendment for consideration by City Council.
Chapter 54 Offenses and Miscellaneous Provisions has been amended to add a new Article 5
Special Event Permit. The amendment provides a permit requirement and review process for
events such as parades, fun runs, etc... to insure that public health and safety are protected.
FINANCIAL IMPACT:
N/A

RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends:
1. That a PUBLIC HEARING be conducted for the amendment to Section 8-7 of the Zoning
Ordinance, and
2. That the Ordinance amending Section 8-7 of the Zoning Ordinance and Chapter 54 of the
Code of Ordinances be adopted as submitted.

Attachments
Proposed Ordinance amendment
Planning and Zoning Commission draft minutes with Memo from Captain Ragsdale
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ORDINANCE NO. 2018-09
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SAGINAW, TEXAS ADDING A
NEW ARTICLE V, “SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT,” TO CHAPTER 54 OF
THE CITY CODE AND AMENDING THE ZONING REGULATIONS OF
THE CITY BY AMENDING SECTION 8-7 TO CLARIFY CONFLICTING
LANGUAGE REGULATING SPECIAL EVENTS FOR COMMERCIAL
PROPERTY; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE
CUMULATIVE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING
FOR A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY CLAUSE;
PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER;
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, the City of Saginaw, Texas is a home rule City acting under its Charter
adopted by the electorate pursuant to Article XI, Section 5 of the Texas Constitution and Chapter
9 of the Local Government Code; and
WHEREAS, the City of Saginaw, Texas desires to adopt regulations for special events in
the City that include the issuance of a permit to ensure the safety of the event participants and the
community as a whole; and
WHEREAS, the City of Saginaw, Texas has a substantial interest in protecting the
health, safety, welfare, convenience and enjoyment of the general public and has adopted zoning
regulations to further this interest; and
WHEREAS, the City of Saginaw, Texas desires to amend the zoning regulations of the
City to clarify language that may conflict with the new provisions regulating special events as
described above; and
WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Commission of the City of Saginaw, Texas held a
public hearing on July 10, 2018, and the City Council of the City of Saginaw, Texas held a
public hearing on July 17, 2018, with respect to the amendments to the zoning regulations
described herein; and
WHEREAS, the City of Saginaw, Texas has complied with all requirements of Chapter
211 of the Local Government Code, and Section 1-3 of the zoning regulations, and all other laws
dealing with notice, publication, and procedural requirements for adoption of the amendments
proposed herein.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF SAGINAW, TEXAS:
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SECTION 1.
That Article V, “Special Event Permit,” of Chapter 54, “Offenses and Miscellaneous
Provisions,” of the Saginaw City Code shall be added to read as follows:
“Sec. 54-121. Definitions.
In this article, the following words shall have the following meanings:
Applicant means a person who has filed a written application for a special event permit
pursuant to section 54-125.
Carnival means an event that provides amusement rides or attractions, as defined in
chapter 2151 of the Occupations Code, which includes mechanical rides or devices, but not coinoperated rides or non-mechanical playground equipment. The term shall not include events held
inside a permanent building.
Chief of police means the chief of police of the City of Saginaw, or the chief's designated
agent in the Saginaw Police Department.
Circus means an event that includes performers, animals or other such means of
entertainment and is performed in the open, in a tent, or in any other temporary structure, but
does not include performances held inside a permanent building.
City means the City of Saginaw, Texas.
Day means calendar day, unless specifically stated otherwise in this article.
Demonstration means a public display of the attitude of assembled persons toward a
person, cause, issue, or other matter.
Dignitary means any governmental representative from the Federal, State, or Local level,
and includes members of the Congress or Senate, magistrates and elected officials.
Fireworks display means the display, exhibition, or lighting of any firecrackers, cannon
crackers, sky rockets, torpedoes, roman candles, sparklers, or any other substance in whatever
combination by any designated name intended for use in obtaining visible or audible pyrotechnic
display, including without limitation all articles or substances within the commonly accepted
meaning of fireworks, whether or not specifically designated herein.
Parade means the assembly of ten or more pedestrians that will require special traffic
controls, or five or more vehicles that will be operating at reduced speeds or require special
traffic controls, for the common design and purpose of traveling or marching or otherwise
traveling in procession from one location to any other location for the purpose of advertising,
promoting, celebrating, or commemorating a thing, person, date, or event or point of view on
political, religious or social issues.
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Permit holder means a person who has received a permit for a special event pursuant to
this article.
Person means an individual, firm, partnership, corporation, association, or other legal
entity.
Sidewalk means that portion of a street intended for the use of pedestrians that is located
between the curb lines, or lateral lines of a roadway, and the adjacent property lines.
Special event means a temporary event or gathering that involves one or more of the
following activities:
(1)

Any occurrence that is non-commercial in nature and that takes place wholly or
partially on city property or right-of-way or could cause an interruption of traffic
or parking on any city streets in such a way that it requires the special attention or
involvement of city personnel such as closing a street, directing traffic, or erecting
barriers or other safety signs or devices;

(2)

Use of loudspeakers or sound amplifiers in a place that is not completely enclosed
in a building and is within 150 feet of a single-family, duplex, or multiple family
dwelling;

(3)

A fireworks display;

(4)

A carnival;

(5)

A circus;

(6)

A Fun Run, Walk or Race; or

(7)

A parade.

Street means the entire width between the boundary lines of every way publicly
maintained, when any part is open to the use of the public for purposes of vehicular travel.
Sec. 54-122. General authority and duty of chief of police.
(a)

The provisions of this article shall be administered and enforced by the chief of
police.

(b)

The chief of police has the authority to issue, modify, amend, deny or revoke a
special event permit pursuant to this article.
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Sec. 54-123. Special event provisions cumulative.
The provisions of this article are cumulative of all city ordinances. Building permits,
electrical permits, food establishment permits, alcoholic beverage licenses, and all other permits
required by ordinance or other law for specific activities to be conducted in conjunction with or
as part of the special event, must be applied for separately in accordance with the applicable
ordinance or law.
Sec. 54-124. Exceptions.
The provisions of this article shall not apply to:
(1)

Construction activity;

(2)

House moving;

(3)

Events conducted and completely contained within an enclosed structure;

(4)

Events covered by an interlocal contract between the city and another
governmental entity;

(5)

City park activities that are limited to the use of picnic and shelter pavilions or
sports and recreation facilities, that are regulated by the director of Parks and
Recreation or the director of Public Works, and that do not affect property outside
the park;

(6)

The armed forces of the United States or the State of Texas, or law enforcement
or fire protection units acting within the scope of their duty;

(7)

City-sponsored or City-managed activities;

(8)

Funeral processions proceeding by vehicle in the most reasonable route from a
funeral home, church, or residence of the deceased to the place of service or
internment;

(9)

Sporting events conducted by the Eagle Mountain Saginaw Independent School
District, or other such public or private educational institution; or

(10)

A sidewalk procession which observes and complies with traffic regulations and
traffic control devices, using that portion of a sidewalk nearest the street, but at no
time using more than one-half of the sidewalk.

Sec. 54-125. Permit application.
(a)

Special events. A person desiring to hold a special event shall apply for a permit
by filing with the chief of police a written application on a form provided for that
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purpose. A separate permit is required for each location where a special event will
be conducted. The application must be filed not less than 21 days before the first
special event is to begin.

(b)

(1)

The chief of police may waive the 21-day filing requirement if the chief of
police determines that the application can be processed in fewer than 21
days, taking into consideration the applicable requirements to be imposed,
number of agencies and other departments involved, and whether a similar
event has previously been permitted.

(2)

The chief of police shall send to the applicant, by personal delivery or by
certified mail, return receipt requested, written notice of whether the 21day filing requirement will be waived. The applicant may appeal the chief
of police's refusal to waive the 21-day filing requirement pursuant to the
procedure set forth in section 54-132.

Permit fee. An application for a special event or parade permit must be
accompanied by a non-refundable application fee, as set forth in the City’s Fee
Schedule. The city manager shall have authority to waive application fees for
community or non-profit events.

Sec. 54-126. Contents of application.
An application for a special event permit must be signed by the applicant before an
officer authorized to administer oaths and contain the following information:
(1)

The name, address, and telephone number of the applicant and of any other
persons responsible for the conduct of the special event;

(2)

A description of the special event and requested dates and hours of operation for
the special event;

(3)

The estimated number of persons and vehicles to participate in the special event;

(4)

A sketch showing the area or specific route to be used during the special event
(including, if applicable, the starting and termination points), along with the
location of proposed structures, stages, tents, fences, barricades, signs, banners,
restroom facilities, and loudspeakers and amplifiers;

(5)

Provisions for parking with a designation of where "no parking" signs will be
used;

(6)

Details of how applicant proposes to provide security;

(7)

The time and location of street closings, if any are requested;
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(8)

Details of speculated Dignitary participation, including the name and office held
for each dignitary;

(9)

A description and the number of animals to be used in the special event, if any;

(10)

Details of how the applicant will clean up the area used after the special event, if
on public property;

(11)

Proof that the applicant possesses all licenses and permits required by this code or
other city ordinance or state law for the conduct of the special event;

(12)

Proof that the applicant possesses liability insurance in a form and in an amount
found to be adequate by the director of finance, taking into consideration the
number of people, the risk involved, and the time of the event, to cover the
activities licensed herein. Applicant shall name the city and its officers and
employees as additional insureds. Applicant shall also provide a certificate of
insurance, showing such required insurance, to the director of finance within a
reasonable time, no less than 48 hours prior to the scheduled event. If the
applicant is of the opinion that the amount or form of insurance is not reasonable,
the applicant may appeal pursuant to the procedure set forth in section 54-132;
and

(13)

Any other information requested by the chief of police relevant to the application.

Sec. 54-127. Departmental notice for special events.
Upon receipt of the completed application for a special event permit, the chief of police
shall forward a copy of the application to the departments of Fire, Finance, Public Works,
Building Inspection, Code Enforcement and the City Manager. If any part of the event is to be
held on or adjacent to park property, the chief of police shall also forward a copy of the
application to the director of Parks and Recreation. Each department shall review the application
and return it, with any comments, to the chief of police within five working days of receipt, or as
otherwise required by the chief of police if the 21-day filing period has been waived pursuant to
sections 54-125(a)(1) or 54-132.
Sec. 54-128. Permit conditions.
(a)

The department directors and the chief of police may impose conditions and
restrictions necessary for the safe and orderly conduct of a special event, to be
incorporated into the permit before issuance.

(b)

The chief of police and department directors shall develop a schedule of actual
costs for city personnel, equipment and supplies that are needed in conducting
special events and that the applicants are required to reimburse. Once approved
and prior to the issuance of a permit, the applicant shall be advised of the required
reimbursement to the city. The applicant shall pay such cost or provide security
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for payment in an amount deemed adequate by the chief of police. In the
alternative, if the applicant can provide the required services by other means,
approved by the chief of police, the permit may be approved on that basis.
(c)

The chief of police shall send to the applicant, by personal delivery or by certified
mail, return receipt requested, written notice of the conditions, restrictions, and
costs incorporated into each permit. The applicant may appeal these conditions,
restrictions, and costs pursuant to the procedure set forth in section 54-132.

(d)

To the extent of any conflict, such conditions, restrictions, and costs incorporated
into each permit shall supersede the provisions set forth herein.

Sec. 54-129. Issuance of permit.
(a)

After reviewing the application and the departmental comments, the chief of police
shall issue the permit unless denial is required by the provisions of this article. The
chief of police shall give written notice, by personal delivery or certified mail,
return receipt requested, of the approval or denial of the special event permit
within a period not to exceed ten days from the date the application was submitted.

(b)

Should the application for a special event permit reveal that the parade route
requested will interfere with the orderly flow of vehicular and pedestrian traffic,
the chief of police shall have authority to establish a reasonable alternate route and
regulate the width of the parade.

Sec. 54-130. Indemnification.
An applicant for a special event permit must execute a written agreement to indemnify
the city and its officers and employees against all claims of injury or damage to persons or
property, whether public or private, arising out of the special event or parade, including without
limitation claims of the city for damage to city parks and other city property.
Sec. 54-131. Denial or revocation.
(a)

Grounds for denial of a special event permit are as follows, as applicable:
(1)

A special event permit has been granted for another special event or
parade at the same place and time;

(2)

Another special event has already been permitted at a place and/or time
that will directly conflict with the requested special event, and/or there are
not sufficient city resources or other comparable resources to reasonably
accommodate both events;
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(b)

(3)

The proposed special event will unreasonably disrupt the orderly flow of
traffic and no other reasonable means of rerouting traffic or otherwise
meeting traffic needs is available;

(4)

The applicant fails to provide for:
a.

Protection of event participants;

b.

Public health and sanitation;

c.

Crowd security, taking into consideration the size of the event;

d.

Emergency vehicle access;

e.

Traffic and pedestrian safety; and

f.

Parking;

(5)

The applicant fails to comply with, or the proposed special event will
violate, a city ordinance or other applicable law, unless the prohibited
conduct or activity was specifically permitted pursuant to this article;

(6)

The applicant makes a false statement of material fact on an application
for a special event permit;

(7)

The applicant fails to provide proof that the applicant possesses a license
or permit required by city ordinance or other applicable law for the
conduct of all activities included as a part of the special event;

(8)

The applicant has had a special event permit revoked within the preceding
12 months;

(9)

The applicant has committed, within the preceding 12 months, a violation
of a special event permit or this article;

(10)

The applicant fails to pay any outstanding costs or damages owed to the
city for a past special event; and

(11)

The applicant has failed to comply with insurance requirements contained
in subsection 54-126(11).

Grounds for revocation of a special event permit are as follows:
(1)

The applicant fails to comply with, or the special event is in violation of, a
condition or provision of the permit, an ordinance of the city, or any other
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applicable law, unless the prohibited conduct or activity was specifically
permitted pursuant to this article;

(c)

(2)

The permit holder made a false statement of material fact on an
application for a special event permit;

(3)

The special event fails to begin within 30 minutes of the appointed time of
commencement, and it would not be reasonable to start the special event
late, taking into consideration conditions such as traffic impact, nighttime,
parking, city personnel necessary, or other such circumstances; and

(4)

When, in the judgment of the chief of police, a violation exists that
requires immediate abatement because of danger to property, sanitation, or
the health or safety of citizens, the chief shall have authority to revoke a
permit immediately.

The applicant or permit holder may appeal the decision of the chief of police to
deny or revoke a special event permit pursuant to the procedure set forth in
section 54-132.

Sec. 54-132. Appeal procedure.
(a)

The appeal procedure in subsection (b) shall be applicable for an appeal from:
(1)

the chief of police's refusal to waive the 21-day filing requirement for a
special event permit, pursuant to subsection 54-125(a)(2);

(2)

the form and amount of liability insurance required by the director of
finance pursuant to subsection 54-126(11);

(3)

the conditions, restrictions, and costs imposed on a permit for a special
event pursuant to subsection 54-128(b); or

(4)

the denial or revocation of a permit for a special event pursuant to section
54-131.

(b)

The action of the applicable city staff member shall be final unless the applicant
or permit holder, within five days after the receipt of written or oral notice (as
required pursuant to this article), files with the city manager a written appeal. The
city manager shall, within 72 hours after the appeal is filed, consider all the
evidence in support of or against the action appealed and render a decision either
sustaining or reversing the decision of the city staff member. The decision of the
city manager shall be final.

(c)

Due to time constraints, there is no appeal for revocation of a permit once the
event has begun or has passed its stated starting time.
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Sec. 54-133. Special provisions for special events.
(a)

Streets and other city property. If the special event requires the use of city streets
or other city property, the following conditions shall be applicable:
(1)

No permanent improvements of any kind shall be placed upon said
property by applicant, and any temporary structures shall be removed
upon termination of the permit, so that the property permitted shall be
returned to the city in the same condition as it existed prior to the granting
of the permit by the city;

(2)

Applicant shall maintain and keep the property clean of any unreasonable
accumulation of trash, or any other condition that would be a nuisance to
the city;

(3)

Applicant shall not unduly deny or restrict access to any business or owner
in the area;

(4)

Applicant shall only enter and exit the permitted property by ways
approved by the chief of police;

(5)

If specified in the permit, applicant shall make arrangements to barricade
any permitted areas from the general public and erect any safety
equipment, including lighting, that is reasonable and necessary and
required by the chief of police;

(6)

Applicant and its agents, employees and contractors shall perform all acts
in a safe manner and in compliance with all laws of the city, state and
federal government; and

(7)

Applicant shall obtain the consent and permission of any property owner
affected by such permit before requesting the closure of any streets, rightsof-way, or other city property, and indemnify the city, its officers and
employees, from any claim filed by owners of property affected by the
closure of the streets, rights-of-way, or other city property.

(b)

Parking. The city shall have the authority, when reasonably necessary as
determined by the police department based on pedestrian and traffic safety, to
prohibit or restrict the parking of vehicles along a street or highway or part thereof
adjacent to the site of the special event or parade. The city shall post signs, at the
applicant's cost, indicating that it shall be unlawful for any person to park or leave
unattended any vehicle in such areas.

(c)

Trailers. Trailers or other vehicles may be temporarily occupied as living
quarters at the site of a special event, provided the trailers have self-contained
sanitation facilities or are connected to approved sanitary disposal systems. Such
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vehicles and trailers shall be parked at least 300 feet or more from any developed
residential district and located so as not to impede vehicular or pedestrian traffic.
Compliance with Zoning Ordinance Section 8-7 will be required.
(d)

Amusement rides. Rides and/or other attractions associated with special events
shall conform to statutory rules and regulations set forth in Chapter 2151 of the
Texas Occupations Code, as amended, designated the "Amusement Ride Safety
Inspection and Insurance Act."

(e)

Tents and temporary structures. Any use of a tent, canopy, or temporary
structure, including a stage, shall meet the requirements of the Uniform Fire
Code, except that a separate permit is not required when a special event or parade
permit has been obtained. Fire lanes for emergency equipment must be provided
and the site prepared in a manner so as not to be a fire hazard as determined by
the fire chief. The tent or temporary structure must also be properly anchored and
supported for purposes of public safety.

(f)

Food service. Where food service is provided, said operation shall be in
compliance with all provisions of applicable laws and ordinances concerning food
service, including without limitation applicable provisions of the Texas Health
and Safety Code, as amended.

(g)

Sanitary facilities. The chief of police and the director of parks and recreation in
park areas, with advice from the Tarrant County Department of Health, shall
establish the requirements for portable type sanitary facilities based on the
estimated number of people, other available facilities in the area, and the term of
the event.

(h)

Animals. Applicant shall make arrangements to remove all waste from animals
used in any special event or parade. Should animals be kept within the city limits
at night, they shall be kept at least 300 feet or more from any developed
residential district. Animals in parks are subject to park rules.

(i)

Water usage. Any special event or parade requiring the use of water from the city
water system must coordinate with the utility department to obtain a temporary
meter. Deposit for the meter and payment for water used shall be in accordance
with ordinances of the city.

(j)

Solid waste dumpsters. The director of public works shall establish the
requirements for solid waste dumpsters based on the estimated number of people,
type of events, other facilities in the area and term of the event.

(k)

Loudspeakers and amplifiers. The use of loudspeakers and amplifiers for special
events or parades shall be in accordance with sections 30-131 and 30-132 of this
Code.
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(l)

Miscellaneous.
requirements:

An applicant shall comply with the following special

(1)

Notify any residents whose access to their own property will be limited or
restricted by reason of the special event or parade; and

(2)

Meet with the chief of police, or designated agent, on a timely basis prior
to the special event or parade, at a time and place designated by the chief
of police.

Section 54-134. Offense and penalty.
(a)

A person commits an offense if that person:
(1)

Commences or conducts a special event without a permit; or

(2)

Fails to comply with any requirement or provision for a special event
pursuant to this article; or

(3)

Obstructs, impedes or interferes with any special event, or with any
person, vehicle or animal participating in a special event.

(b)

If conduct that would otherwise violate this section consists of speech or other
communication, in a gathering with others to hear or observe such speech or
communication, or in a gathering with others to picket or otherwise express in a
nonviolent manner a position on social, economic, political, or religious
questions, the person may not be arrested or cited unless the person has first been
ordered to move, disperse, or otherwise remedy the violation.

(c)

Any person who violates, disobeys, neglects or refuses to comply with any
provision of this article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction
shall be punished by a fine not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500.00).

(d)

Each day that any violation hereof continues shall be deemed to constitute a
distinct and separate offense.
SECTION 2.

That Section 8-7 of Article 8 of Appendix A, “Zoning,” is hereby amended to read as
follows:
“Sec. 8-7. - Temporary uses and permitted commercial events.
(a)

Generally. Certain temporary uses of land are essential to the full development
and utilization of the land and are deemed to promote the health, safety, and
general welfare of the city. The temporary uses and special events hereinafter
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enumerated shall not be deemed violations of this ordinance when conducted
under the conditions herein provided.
(b)

Permitted temporary uses. The permitted temporary uses, the conditions of use,
the zoning districts wherein the same shall be permitted, and approvals required
are as follows:
(1)

Construction office. Temporary field or construction offices and
temporary building material storage areas to be used solely for on-premise
construction purposes in connection with the property on which they are
erected, or within the same platted subdivision may be permitted in all
zoning districts when approved by the administrative official. The
application for a temporary use permit shall include a scale drawing
showing the location and size of the building(s), all outside storage areas,
and proposed construction fencing. Such permit shall be issued for
temporary buildings on construction sites for a period of six months, with
a renewal clause for a similar period. Such buildings must be removed
within 30 days after substantial completion or abandonment of such new
construction to which they are accessory, or upon the request of the
administrative official or his/her designee;

(2)

Temporary outdoor sales on properties zoned CC, CF, LI, and HI by the
existing occupants of existing businesses of such properties, may be
permitted by the city enforcement officer for a period not to exceed 30
days upon the application and granting of a temporary use permit;

(3)

In no event shall such temporary uses be allowed for more than 30
consecutive days or more than once per year. All sales shall meet the
special conditions, if any, imposed by the city enforcement officer and/or
fire marshal for the protection of public interest and the welfare of the
community;

(4)

No tent or similar structure shall be erected in any required setback or
designated easement. Tents shall conform to the International Fire Code
and no tent shall be erected without first obtaining a permit. No outside
use of property for sales will be allowed except by the existing occupants
of the property. This includes parking of vehicles for a purpose other than
conducting business on the premises;

(5)

The temporary outdoor sale of Christmas trees may be permitted on those
properties zoned CC, CF, LI, and HI for a period of 40 days prior to
Christmas Day. The administrative official may issue a permit for such
sale when it is found that there is available adequate off-street parking
area, either improved or unimproved, as determined by the building
official; and that location and layout of drives, parking areas, lighting, and
sale signs will not constitute a hazard to public travel on the abutting
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public streets. Trees, stands, equipment, trash, signs, lighting and shelters
shall be removed by the permit holder no later than January 4 following
the Christmas holiday;

(b)

(6)

Carnivals and circuses may be allowed as a temporary use for a period not
exceeding 14 consecutive days. Such events shall be on a site in the CC,
CF, LI, and HI zoning districts. Adequate parking and sanitary facilities
shall be made available to the satisfaction of the building official. No
carnival or circus shall begin operation before 8:00 a.m. and operation
shall cease before 11:00 p.m. on all nights except on Saturday when the
event shall cease operation at midnight. The administrative official shall
establish the terms and conditions for the temporary use at the time of
approval. In the event that a sponsor is dissatisfied with the administrative
official's decision, the sponsor may appeal the requested use to the city
council; and

(7)

Refreshment stands and snow cone stands (temporary and seasonal).
Refreshment stands and snow cone stands shall be exempt from the area
and masonry requirements of the underlying zoning district.

Permitted commercial events. For the purpose of this section, "permitted
commercial events" are defined as any activity or event meeting the following
criteria:
(1)

The event or activity is carried on for a period of time not exceeding three
consecutive days;

(2)

No retail sales are conducted except those incidental to the primary
activity such as refreshment and souvenir sales. Charitable and nonprofit
organizations may conduct retail sales for fund-raising purposes in any
zoning district;

(3)

Grand openings qualify as a permitted commercial event under the
following conditions:
a.

For bona fide new businesses, with a new certificate of occupancy.
No re-grand openings;

b.

One temporary portable trailer mounted sign for a maximum of 30
days;

c.

On premises signage only. Signs are not permitted in the right-ofway, fire lane, sidewalk or pedestrian way;

d.

Maximum size of portable sign trailer shall be five feet tall × ten
feet wide, 50 square feet maximum;
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(c)

Sign cannot obstruct traffic visibility or be illuminated in any way;

f.

Permit fee of $25.00. Application required;

g.

Banners and balloons allowed for a maximum of 30 days from the
date of the certificate of occupancy. Placement of banners and
balloons shall conform to the provision of subsection c. above. If
electrical power is required it must be in conformance with the
electrical code and not create a tripping hazard or any other hazard;
and

h.

No grand opening signs or other grand opening devices shall
resemble any traffic control signs, emergency beacons, or flashing
traffic signals.

Contents of application. An application for approval of a temporary use or permitted
commercial event shall include the following information:
(1)

Brief description of the event;

(2)

Exact location;

(3)

Expected attendance;

(4)

Anticipated number of automobiles and proposed methods of providing parking
for the same;

(5)

Location and construction of any temporary signs to be used in connection with
the event;
Exact dates of commencement and termination of the event;

(6)

(d)

e.

(7)

Signed certification by the responsible party and the record owner of the land that
all information provided is true and correct and that all schedules will be strictly
adhered to; and

(8)

A fee in accordance with the City of Saginaw fee schedule.

Approval by the city council. Approval of a permit for a temporary use or permitted
commercial event must be approved by the city manager or his/her designee. The city
manager or designee may elect, at his/her discretion, to forward any request to the city
council.
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SECTION 3.
This Ordinance shall be cumulative of all other ordinances of the City of Saginaw and
shall not repeal any of the provisions of such ordinances, except in those instances where
provisions of such ordinances are in direct conflict with the provisions of this ordinance.
SECTION 4.
It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Council that the sections, paragraphs,
sentences, clauses, and phrases of this Ordinance are severable, and if any section, paragraph,
sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance shall be declared unconstitutional by the valid
judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, such unconstitutionality shall not
affect any of the remaining sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses, and phrases of this
Ordinance, since the same would have been enacted by the City Council without the
incorporation in this Ordinance of any such unconstitutional section, paragraph, sentence, clause
or phrase.
SECTION 5.
All rights and remedies of the City of Saginaw are expressly saved as to any and all
violations of the provisions of any ordinances governing zoning or special events that have
accrued at the time of the effective date of this Ordinance; and, as to such accrued violations and
all pending litigation, both civil and criminal, whether pending in court or not, under such
ordinances, same shall not be affected by this Ordinance but may be prosecuted until final
disposition by the courts.
SECTION 6.
Any person, firm, or corporation who violates, disobeys, omits, neglects, or refuses to
comply with or who resists the enforcement of any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be fined an amount not to exceed $2000.00,
as provided by Sec. 1-13 of the Saginaw City Code. Each day a violation continues shall be
deemed a separate offense.
SECTION 7.
The City Secretary of the City of Saginaw is hereby directed to publish at least twice in
the official newspaper of the City of Saginaw, the caption and the penalty clause of this
ordinance in accordance with Section 52.013(b) of the Local Government Code.
SECTION 8.
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its passage and publication
in accordance with the provisions of the laws of the State of Texas.
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PASSED AND APPROVED ON this the _______ day of ____________, 2018.

_________________________________
TODD FLIPPO, MAYOR
ATTEST:
______________________________________
JANICE ENGLAND, CITY SECRETARY
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY:
______________________________________
BRYN MEREDITH, CITY ATTORNEY
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